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National Marine Fisheries Service/NOAA, Commerce § 226.222 

[76 FR 66841, Oct. 27, 2011] 

§ 226.222 Critical habitat for the south-
ern Distinct Population Segment of 
eulachon (Thaleichthys pacificus). 

Critical habitat is designated for the 
southern Distinct Population Segment 
of eulachon (southern DPS) as de-
scribed in this section. The textual de-

scriptions of critical habitat in this 
section are the definitive source for de-
termining the critical habitat bound-
aries. The overview maps are provided 
for general guidance only and not as a 
definitive source for determining crit-
ical habitat boundaries. In freshwater 
areas, critical habitat includes the 
stream channel and a lateral extent as 
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defined by the ordinary high-water line 
(33 CFR 329.11). In areas where the ordi-
nary high-water line has not been de-
fined, the lateral extent will be defined 
by the bankfull elevation. Bankfull ele-
vation is the level at which water be-
gins to leave the channel and move 
into the floodplain and is reached at a 
discharge which generally has a recur-
rence interval of 1 to 2 years on the an-
nual flood series. In estuarine areas, 
critical habitat includes tidally influ-
enced areas as defined by the elevation 
of mean higher high water. 

(a) Critical habitat boundaries. Critical 
habitat is designated to include the fol-
lowing areas in California, Oregon, and 
Washington: 

(1) Mad River, California. From the 
mouth of the Mad River (40°57′37″ N./ 
124°7′36″ W.) upstream to the confluence 
with the North Fork Mad River 
(40°52′32″ N./123°59′30″ W.). 

(2) Redwood Creek, California. From 
the mouth of Redwood Creek (41°17′35″ 
N./124°5′30″ W.) upstream to the con-
fluence with Tom McDonald Creek 
(41°12′25″ N./124°0′39″ W.). 

(3) Klamath River, California. From 
the mouth of the Klamath River 
(41°32′52″ N./124°4′58″ W.) upstream to 
the confluence with Omogar Creek 
(41°29′13″ N./123°57′39″ W.) 

(4) Umpqua River, Oregon. From the 
mouth of the Umpqua River (43°40′7″ N./ 
124°13′6″ W.) upstream to the confluence 
with Mill Creek (43°39′20″ N./123°52′35″ 
W.). 

(5) Tenmile Creek, Oregon. From the 
mouth of Tenmile Creek (44°13′34″ N./ 
124°6′45″ W.) upstream to the Highway 
101 bridge crossing (44°13′27″ N./124°6′35″ 
W.). 

(6) Sandy River, Oregon. From the 
confluence with the Columbia River 
upstream to the confluence with Gor-
don Creek (45°29′45″ N./122°16′41″ W.). 

(7) Columbia River, Oregon and 
Washington. From the mouth of the 
Columbia River (46°14′48″ N./124°4′33″ W.) 
upstream to Bonneville Dam (45°38′40″ 
N./121°56′28″ W.). 

(8) Grays River, Washington. From 
the confluence with the Columbia 
River upstream to Covered Bridge Road 
(46°21′18″ N./123°34′52″ W.). 

(9) Skamokawa Creek, Washington. 
From the confluence with the Colum-

bia River upstream to Peterson Road 
Bridge (46°18′52″ N./123°27′10″ W.). 

(10) Elochoman River, Washington. 
From the confluence with the Colum-
bia River upstream to Monroe Road 
bridge crossing (46°13′33″ N./123°21′34″ 
W.). 

(11) Cowlitz River, Washington. From 
the confluence with the Columbia 
River upstream to the Cowlitz Salmon 
Hatchery barrier dam (46°30′45″ N./ 
122°38′0″ W.). 

(12) Toutle River, Washington. From 
the confluence with the Cowlitz River 
upstream to Tower Road Bridge 
(46°20′4″ N./122°50′26″ W.). 

(13) Kalama River, Washington. From 
the confluence with the Columbia 
River upstream to the confluence with 
Indian Creek (46°2′22″ N./122°46′7″ W.). 

(14) Lewis River, Washington. Lewis 
River mainstem, from the confluence 
with the Columbia River upstream to 
Merwin Dam (45°57′24″ N./122°33′22″ W.); 
East Fork of the Lewis River, from the 
confluence with the mainstem of the 
Lewis River upstream to the con-
fluence with Mason Creek (45°50′13″ N./ 
122°38′37″ W.). 

(15) Quinault River, Washington. 
From the mouth of the Quinault River 
(47°20′58″ N./124°18′2″ W.) upstream to 
47°19′58″ N./124°15′1″ W. 

(16) Elwha River, Washington. From 
the mouth of the Elwha River (48°8′51″ 
N./123°34′1″ W.) upstream to Elwha Dam 
(48°5′42″ N./123°33′22″ W.). 

(b) Physical or biological features es-
sential for conservation. The physical 
or biological features essential for con-
servation of the southern DPS of 
eulachon are: 

(1) Freshwater spawning and incuba-
tion sites with water flow, quality and 
temperature conditions and substrate 
supporting spawning and incubation. 

(2) Freshwater and estuarine migra-
tion corridors free of obstruction and 
with water flow, quality and tempera-
ture conditions supporting larval and 
adult mobility, and with abundant prey 
items supporting larval feeding after 
the yolk sac is depleted. 

(3) Nearshore and offshore marine 
foraging habitat with water quality 
and available prey, supporting juve-
niles and adult survival. 
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(c) Indian lands. Critical habitat does 
not include any Indian lands of the fol-
lowing Federally-recognized Tribes in 
the States of California, Oregon, and 
Washington: 

(1) Lower Elwha Tribe, Washington; 

(2) Quinault Tribe, Washington; 
(3) Yurok Tribe, California; and 
(4) Resighini Rancheria, California. 
(d) Maps of critical habitat for the 

southern DPS of eulachon follow: 
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[76 FR 65349, Oct. 20, 2011] 
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